FEBRUARY/MARCH news round up;

February and March have seen huge levels of activity both on and off the water.  Here is a short summary:

Laser Sailors – The chill laser series continued with very strong support and races (25+ in number) almost every Sunday.  Competition is fierce with between 15 to 24 lasers contesting each race.  Roars of ‘water’ and ‘starboard’ can be regularly heard.  Laser racing will continue in April and a new timetable can be found on the sailing section – fixtures.
Junior Sailors – despite academic pressures, the ‘senior’ squad have been very busy participating in fitness sessions in Sports Med Ireland, Kildare Street.  On the sailing front they joined sailors from Skerries, Howth and Malahide for four full day laser training sessions in Malahide SC.  We in turn hosted the group of 14 laser sailors and two fevas in Rush on 21 March.  
This event coupled with the normal adult laser sailors made for a very busy slipway.  Maurice Mc Crum acted in capacity as slip manager and counted 56 launch and retrievals….one way of keeping fit!  In addition some of the squad have attended laser training sessions in Skerries, with the feva team travelling to Howth for specialised training there.   Five of the juniors are travelling to Baltimore to participate in the Munster Laser Championships, which will provide them with a major challenge.  We wish them every success at the event and hope they have lots of fun.
Social events -  12 Feb a charity night at the club, where ‘Elvis’ appeared, run  by Mick Coffey and Angela Byrne raised  €2,500 for Our Lady’s Hospice in Raheny ; the Mass for deceased members of the club took place on 27 Feb and was well attended.  Thank you to Father Kit Sheridan for his blessings and words of encouragement and to the members of Rush Folk Group for their beautiful music;  Catherine Buttlerly and her committee held the annual Daffodil Walk in aid of the Irish Cancer Society on Mothers Day, 14 March,  commencing and finishing at the club raising much needed funds for this very worthy cause ;  Mary Bollard and Ger Whelan were back in action organising the Senior Citizens Easter Bonnet parade and afternoon on 28 March.   There was a hotly contested competition for the best bonnet which saw Phyllis Bollard emerge as the winner with Maire Ryan as runner up.  A great afternoon was had by all.
St Patrick’s Day – The club was very well represented at the Rush St Patrick’s day parade with three boats, a rib, laser and pico participating, supported by a number of junior and senior members.  The new club banner looked well and will serve us well for future events (well done Paul and Kevin).  All returned to the club for delicious refreshments where entertainment was provided by the dancers from the Scoil Rince Fingal.  A colouring competition was held for the kids, ably adjudicated by Pat Reidy who managed to avoid any tears by having a prize of an Easter egg for ‘everyone in the audience’ !
First Aid course – Ten members participated in gaining their first aid certificates over the weekend 20/21 March.  Well done to Gerry Duff for organising the course and fingers crossed we don’t have to ask the participants to use their newly acquired skills too often!
Fin Swim – Sunday 28 March saw the club full to the brim.  58 swimmers participated in the annual swim in aid of the R.N.L.I. on a lovely crisp, sunny day at the Club, with their supporters cheering from the car park and slip way.  The swim was supported by a number of ribs including the lifeboat from Skerries.  Well done to Dick Flynn and Bill Price for organising the event which will hopefully raise in excess of €5k once all the funds are gathered.
Club bar – Thank you to all the volunteers and bar committee who have provided support over the last number of weeks.  Tony Tisdall our permanent bar manager is well on the road to recovery and rumour has it that he may be making a welcome return over Easter weekend.
Life saving equipment - On 31 March, Tom Whelan from Solas Marine gave an excellent demonstration and talk on life saving equipment to a packed capacity clubhouse.  This included include the use of demonstration flares, opening a life raft, displaying and discussing the contents and their use.  Thanks to Des Jone for organising this very informative talk.

Congratulations and thanks to all who have organised and supported all of the above activities, none of which could take place without a lot of ‘behind the scenes’ voluntary work.  It is very much appreciated by the committee and all of the people who enjoy the activities.


