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Summer success for the kellys

a summer at last !
hey said it couldn’t be another rotten summer like the last one, and it
seems they were right - at least so far.
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at K elly and his crew have been
having great success in their new
STORM a J109. After a few races on
the east coast to get the hang of the boat,
the lads (David, Paul, Patrick, Ronan,
Mark, Kevin, Monty, Dave and Pat himself) headed down to Fenit for the IRC
Nationals, where they came in second
overall with three race wins.

The season got off an a good footing,
with a beautiful day for the lift-in in
April.All went smoothly as usual, in no
small measure due to voluntary effort
and an excellent service from Trackline.
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They then moved down to Kinsale for
the Sovereigns Cup, where they had no
race wins, but consistently good results
over eight
races,
earning
them
overall
victory in
Class 1.

Laser Sailing

carried on
into late April. Building on the success of previous years, this series is now
well established as the best supported
racing series in the clubs calendar, attracting members who sail in a variety of
categories during the summer.
he winter laser series

A striking feature this year was the
participation of juniors. It is great to see
the juniors taking up the opportunity of

Lift in ‘09: Mr Noel gets airbourne, as George and Kevin
stop him from floating away!

racing alongside the adults, and keeping
going during the winter. This is due in
no small degree to the efforts of Jacqui
McCrum, who led by example, getting
out on the water in a laser herself.
Winter sailing can be hard on gear, many
thanks to Martin Reddin for keeping half
the fleet going with mast repairs!

Jacqui McCrum heading out into the river on a brisk
winter’s morning

STORM powering along
under spinnaker during
the Sovereign
Cup races at
Kinsale

Lasers coming in after a racing on a Sunday morning in January

Dunlaoghaire to Dingle

A

s many of you know

(apologies for the repetition to those who get my
emails) , two boats known to
many of us competed in the
Dun Laoghaire to Dingle race,
which broke all records, due
to a screaming run down the
Irish sea. Noel Ruigrok and
crew (Brenda, Martin Reddin,
Claire Carthy, and our Commodore, Kevin Whelan) on Emijia
reported sailing at over 13 knts,

while Chris Horrigan’s crew
in Pretty Polly reported surfing on a wave at 19.8 knots
for what seemed an eternity,
before ploughing into the
next wave. Fortunately they
came out the other side with
everyone on board and the
mast still standing! Pretty
Polly ended up in a highly
commendable 4th place, and
Emiljia 31st in a fleet of 37.
Not bad considering Noel’s
extremely laid back approach
to racing.
An exciting start to the Dunlaoghaire to Dingle Race
Before the race, Chris asked Noel “how
many are you going to have on deck”, as
he sawed off the heavy end of his tooth
brush in a last minute flurry of preparation. Noel replied “two”. “Two!!!! “ exclaimed Chris, who planned to keep his
entire crew of twelve on rail the whole
way, “Yes two” continued Noel, unflappable as ever, “The helmsman and the
waiter!”. Rumour has it that he ordered
take-aways to be delivered by rib from
one of the better Kinsale Restaurants on
passing, crew to dress for dinner!

Mermaid racing
Mermaid fleet are having a good
season so far, with a good turnout of
up to eight boats for Club Races. There
is a persistent shortage of crew, however,
so anybody looking to get some racing
experience, or just to go sailing, should
make themselves known to the Class
Captain David Butterly, or just turn up at
least an hour before race start times - you
are sure to get a place in a boat, no huge
amount of experience needed.
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Four boats went to the Mermaid Munster
Championships at Foynes, Paddy Archer,
Patrick Boardman, Enda weldon and
Anthony Weldon. Enda won the Championship in Mi Di, while Patrick Boardman
came in 3rd. Enda’s young crew, Sean
Weldon and Cian Hickey are to be commended, contributing to two first on the
Saturday, and a second on Sunday.

A tight fleet at the Munster Championships at Foynes,
Enda Weldon in Mi Di at the front (rt of frame)

Junior Sailing

T

2009 was
launched in May, with a one
day outing to Carlingford Adventure centre where an excellent
day was spent doing a range of
activities such as orienteering and
archery followed by Canadian
canoeing in the afternoon.
he junior season

the beginners quickly came to
grips with the terms tillers, rudders, mainsheets and were soon
following her like 9 little ducklings as they tacked and gybed up
and down the estuary.
The other sailors who range in
age from 9 to 17 years have also
been under the careful watch of
their instructors, Bill Corbett,
Ben Malone and Kevin Mc Hugh
from Skerries, Aifric Mc Kenna
from Royal St George and our
own Clare Carthy. All sailors are
undertaking instruction in Levels
1 to Level 4 in the ISA’s New
Small Boat Sailing Scheme.
There has been tremendous support from parents both in the
water, safety boats, on the slipway
and in the kitchen (led by Trish
Duff). The enthusiasm has been
great and everyone (including the
sailors !) has had a lot of fun.
The courses are slowly
drawing to a close –
ten weeks has passed
by quickly – but we
hope to continue with
junior sailing during
the rest of the season
in order that they can
all practice their newly
acquired skills.

Dates for the diary are:
22 August (team racJuniors launching Canadian canoes rigged in a pair at Carlingford
ing) and 12 September
(race day and prize giving)
Then the hard work started and
Tuesday
and Thursday nights
became a
hive of activity in the
club, as
junior sailors were
instructed
on each of
the nights
in a variety
of boats
Picos and Topaz battle it out on the river
including
optimists,
ISA Inspection
picos, lasers, fevas and a topaz.
Out of the 35 sailors, 9 were being
A few days notice of an ISA
introduced to sailing for the first
time. Under the careful eye of our Inspection in the Club was given
and this was conducted on TuesSenior Instructor, Aine Carroll,

day night 7 July. We were delighted to pass the inspection with
flying colours, with all paperwork
and equipment up to date. The
inspector, Geoff Cochrane commented on the quality of instruction, led by Aine and her team.
He was most impressed with the
beginners who displayed high
levels of skills and confidence,
despite battling against a flowing
tide, high winds and the various
obstacles in the river. His report
stated ‘excellently run family
club, warm welcome with a high
level of water activities’.

Calimbo came
back to Ireland in
April, with Paddy
Archer, Des Jones
and Joe Hughes
crewing. This time
she went to Baltimore rather than
Dublin, with the
intention of cruising the West Coast
this summer (God
told me it would
be a good summer!). So far she
has travelled up to Alan Berg helming Calimbo past the huge Gannet colony on the Little Skellig, off the coast
of Kerry
Galway, where she
will need help in the car park, on the slip
is curand in the Club House.
rently based in Cashla Bay
to explore the islands of Aran
and Connemara.
Blessing of the Boats

Upcoming Events

S

R egatta takes
place on the 26th July,
so hopefully we will have a
strong representation with our
neighbours as usual.

Juniors on the slip on a sunny summer evening

New Laser
Welcome to a new laser called
‘Meggy Moo’ owned by Megan
Kelly – Happy Sailing !

Cruising Notes
Carroll and Percy Boyle
have sailed further South this year,
Hairaiser being in the North West of
Spain for exploration of the famous Rias.
They had an excellent passage down in
the spring, crossing the notorious Bay
of Biscay without incident. On one brief
trip down, they found that while the
weather was delightful ashore, a thick
fog engulfed everything at sea. At the
time of writing, they are about to head
off for the major break of the year, so
hopefully the weather will be kinder.
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Des Jones with family and friends in
Krait and Jim and Marguerite Carthy
headed over to the Isle of Man in company with Skerries Sailing Club. Further
cruises in Company are planned, so
watch out for emails

kerries

T

he annual blessing of the boats

took place on the14th June, with Father Ciaran Coughlan kindly officiating
for us on both land and water yet again!
Music and a great sense of occasion was
provided by St Maur’s Pipe Band.

On the
22nd of
August,
there will
be a Club
Barbeque;
tickets €10,
available from Brenda McGuinness, tel.
01-8430044 (after
6:00), or Marguerite
Carthy 087-2537860.
On 23rd August, we
will be hosting the
Mermaid Youth
Championships.
St Maurs Pipe Band make a stirring ceremonial start to the Annual Blessing of the
The
This will of course Boats. (Photo Simon Jones)
require a lot of effort,
so if you think you may be able to lend a
hand, please note this in the diary and let
us know you are available.
In September, our own regatta will be
preceded as usual by the Mermaid Open
on Saturday 5th September, followed
by the Rush R egatta on Sunday 6th
September.
We will also be hosting the Leinster
Topper Championships on the 19th and
20th September. Again, this will require
a great deal of voluntary effort. It is not
only on the water that help is required,
so please don’t feel that a lack of boating
skills rules you out from helping! We

Fr. Coughlan blessing the colourfully dressed
Junior’s boats. (Photo. Simon Jones)

Close Shave for Eithne May

D

of Saturday
11th July, Eithne May broke free of
her moorings and ended up beached on
the north shore of the channel, a little up
river from where she broke loose.
uring the stormy night

Weather and tide had worked her up the
shore, so that it was quite a struggle to
get her afloat again on the top of the tide
the following day. With Aine Carroll
swinging off the end of the boom and
the club Rib pulling on a halyard to lift
the keel off the sand, Martin Reddin’s
L’Eau Flyer just managed to pull her free
as the tide began to ebb

L’Eau Flyer pulling Eithne May off the beach

New Gate Code

****
The code will be changed from the
weekend of the 18th /19th July. This
does not effect ‘zappers’ , which can be
purchased from the bar for a shoe box
of used fivers.

Safely afloat again!

Booking Events for Non-Members

T

Club House for
events by non members is quite a
regular feature, and generally works out
very well for all concerned, as the visitors are sponsored by members in good
standing.
he hire of the

It would appear that on one recent occassion, a member was embarrased to
discover that his name had been used as
a sponsor without his knowledge!
All sponsors will in future be contacted
prior to confirmation of such bookings.
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Condolences

of the
recent death, after a long illness,
of Bronagh White. On behalf of all the
members, we would like to express our
sincere condolences to her husband Ian,
and children Fergus, Cormac and Aoife.
any of you will be aware

Application forms are to be posted on the
website
The commitee would also like to remind
members that on these occassions, the
sponsoring member is required to attend
in person.

