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October 2010

Rush Sailing Club

Newsletter
	Dear Member,

This has been another busy year with lots of activities both on and off the water.  We have enclosed a photo sheet which gives a good synopsis of the activities at the Club during 2010 and we hope you enjoy looking at it.   
Despite the economic conditions we have managed to retain our membership numbers at 2009 levels, which is fantastic, particularly when a lot of other clubs have experienced reduced membership renewals.  Thank you all for your support and we hope that you have made use of and enjoyed the club facilities.

	Club representation
In April this year Rush SC was represented by Darren Kane, Aine Carroll, Patrick Boardman and Alan Butterly at the North East Coast Club Championships Howth YC where they achieved a 3rd, 3rd and 7th placings achieving 5th overall.  
In September at the ISA National Rib Challenge, the club was represented by Gerry Byrne, Aine Carroll and Karl Flynn.  They successfully negotiated their way through the first challenge at the National YC to the final day at Foynes YC.  They didn’t bring the rib home this year but they gained great experience at the competition and who knows what next year will bring !

Well done and thanks to all mentioned above and those at other events throughout the country who have flown the Rush burgee and represented the club.


	Training

This year we held two ISA Advanced Powerboat Courses (Level 3) – safety boat courses - under the excellent supervision of Anthony Bollard.  Ten participants successfully completed the courses and the experiences gained will no doubt assist hugely when doing ‘rescue’. 

In addition a further three participants undertook a Powerboat course under the supervision of our other instructor Gerry Byrne.  Well done to all who completed the courses and thank you to our instructors.

A First Aid course organised by Gerry Duff was well attended with all participants receiving their certificates on completion. Hopefully we won’t be using their newly acquired skills too often…

Solas Marine gave a demonstration on life saving equipment in March which was very well attended and provided lots of helpful information to members.



	Peter Dunne Tribute
Peter was a founder member of RSC and was deeply involved in every aspect of club life right up until his death. It was in boat-building and encouraging young sailors that he really excelled. In April we had a lovely afternoon in the club when Peter’s contribution to the club, to sailing, in particular to Mermaids was marked.  His family were joined by many friends from Rush and other club, photos were shown, yarns told and many incidents remembered before his photo flanked by his riveting hammer and a favourite chisel was unveiled in the clubhouse.  


	Dinghy park
Many thanks to those who helped during the year in tidying up the dinghy area. Thanks also to Des Jones and David Kelly who looked after the grass cutting.  With the ‘chill’ series almost ready for launching, we would ask that any boats which will be not used during the winter series be removed in the interests of maximising space and protecting your boats from the elements. This area is for boats that are in use on a regular basis and is not for long term storage. Your cooperation on this will be much appreciated.

	ISA Inspection
The Club is subject to an annual ISA inspection which we are pleased to report was passed with flying colours.  On the day the inspector arrived the tide was flowing out at full speed with the wind going in the other direction, enabling the optimists surf the channel. The inspector was particularly impressed with the confidence and capability of the young sailors.  He particularly noted on the excellent training and rescue and the voluntary aspect of the club. 
	Boat Park

During 2010 security cameras were installed at the boat park.  Notwithstanding this, it is imperative that all users ensure that the gate remains locked at all times.  In addition, removable items should be taken home or securely locked away to prevent attracting unwanted visitors. Please also ensure that you remove any rubbish or unwanted items from the area around your boat as a courtesy to other boat park users.



	Mermaids

At the Mermaid Nationals which were held in Foynes in August the RSC sailors were out in force with a 2nd (Jim Carthy), 3rd (Paddy Dillon) and 4th (Anthony Carthy).  There was a hotly contested mermaid race at the Skerries regatta with Jim Carthy eventually being pronounced the victor with Paddy Dillon in 2nd place.

Despite extremely windy conditions the RSC regatta got off to a flyer with Paddy Dillon winning the Mermaid Open race and the Regatta race.

In September the Mermaid Youth Championships took place at RSC with Eoin Butterly helming Innocence emerging as the overall winner. Andre Berg was awarded the Peter O’Rourke trophy for highest placed U18 helm.
	Cruisers
The boats went in again in April however this year their time in the river was short-lived due to the ‘pipes’ saga and having migrated to Malahide for the summer period, they all returned for a few weeks at the end of August/September.  The lift out was carried out with the usual efficiency earlier this month and thanks to all who helped, particularly those who don’t own boats and provided their help on the day.
Storm, the cruiser, owned by the Kelly family took 1st place in the IRC 1 Autumn League at Howth YC bringing a hard fought six week series battle to a successful conclusion. Well done to Pat and all of the crew on their magnificent achievements this year.

	Events
May was a busy month with the Blessing of the Boats and a family fun day. There are some excellent photos on the website or on the noticeboard which reflect the great fun and enjoyment on both days. The ‘mini races’ on the green outside the clubhouse proved a huge success particularly the ‘grab a granny’ race.

An Italian night was held during the summer which proved popular.  All of these events require considerable effort and this should not be underestimated.  Sincere thanks is due to those normally found in the kitchen or behind the bar for providing us with the occasions to have some fun and relax.

A successful Table Quiz was held in September raising €1,375 to support the Crumlin Children’s Hospital.  Well done to Clare Carthy, Clare Mullens and Jock Jordan for the organisation and to Des Deane who was eloquent as quiz master.

	Junior News

Junior sailing at RSC has now successfully moved from a ten week course to year round sailing.  The senior gang got involved in the laser chill series and then continued their exploits at International, National, Regional and local events with a number of successes – too many to mention or we would need our own newsletter but congratulations and well done to all.
We had another influx of new trainees to the ISA courses and now have over 50 active junior members.  All achievements during the season were recognised at the annual prize-giving ceremony where Mikey Graham from Boyzeone assisted and a good night was had by all.

	Communication:
During the year over 9,000 RSC texts have gone out to our members.  This has proven to be a quick and efficient method of communication at a very reasonable cost.  If you would like to be included on the texting list please let us know.   It is impossible to cover everything in a short newsletter so do take the time to read the updates on the website www.rushsc.ie or on the noticeboard in the club.  If you have anything that you want included just give a call. 

	Miscellaneous

The Club acquired a new ‘tag board’ which was kindly made and presented by Paul and Clare White.  Many thanks to both of them and this will come in very useful at junior sailing and future events.

Tony Tisdall our resident bar manager made a welcome return in April.  Great to see him back and in good shape



	Dates for the diary:
October 30th              Elvis night with Stage 2

October 31st              Children’s Halloween party

November 20th          Laying up Supper

November 24th          AGM

December 5th                  Senior Citizens Bingo

December 12th          Santa arrives @RSC
	In memoriam
Sadly, Pat Knight, one of our members, passed away in July this year. Ar dheis de go raibh a anam.

Thanks
Thank you to Philip Casey for his support with the website and to Jonathan Mason for his assistance with articles during the year.


Jacqui Mc Crum
PRO – Rush Sailing Club
