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THE END OF ANOTHER UNKIND SUMMER season slithers to a close, and yet a lot of sailing was done, inspite
of the weather, and several successful events hosted at the club. In May we hosted the Leinster 420 championships, with a smaller fleet than originally expected, but a successfull
event none the less. The Mermaid National Championships was the biggest event of the season, run on a new four-day format rather than the
traditional full week. What ever scepticism they may have been from
the traditionalists (who said Mermaid sailors are conservative!) it was
agreed by all to have been a great success. Excellent courses were set by
Liam Dineen, who has done us proud as race officer for so many events
over the years.
Left: Dermot McMorrough and Yan Vengoor
of the Royal St George, coming up the river
after the last race of the Leinster 420s in May
Right: Stephen Tiernan and Rob Lehane
recieving the over all winners prizeof the
Leinster 420s in May

THE MERMAID NATIONALS 2008
ON DAY ONE of the Mermaid Ntionals, the weather was not the
most attractive, but it was not boring! Lumpy seas under leaden skies
presented a real challenge to boats and crews alike. It’s a credit to the
competence of the fleet that there were so little damage done to either!
Day two saw better weather and a grand display of spinnakers in the
bay.

Above and Right: Testing conditions on Day One of the Mermaid Nationals

Above:

Lead boat rounding the gybe mark, Day Two of the Mermaid Nationals

Right: Liam Dineen and Ciaran
setting up the course on the
committee boat, Day Two of the
Mermaid Nationals
Left: Beating to the weather mark,
Day Two of the Mermaid Nationals

Left: Nial McGrotty and the crew of Night Owl,
over all winners of the Maermaid National
Championships 2008

The Mermaid Nationals were won by Nial McGrotty and the crew of Night Owl, Johny O’Rourke and
the crew of Tiller Girl coming in second, followed by Derek Joyce and the crew of Zuleika in third place.
Paddy Dillon and the crew of Wild Wind put in the best performance of the Rush boats, with a respectable
fourth place over all.

BMW ROUND IRELAND RACE
Aine Carroll’s son, John Chambers, has clearly inherited his
mother’s talent for sailing. Last
June, he and his sailing partner
Patrick Cronin did spectacularly
well in the BMW ‘Round Ireland
Ireland, two handed in Mumbo.
ie. They completed the circuit in
four days, ten hours, 23 minutes,
not only winning in the 2 handed
class, but coming in second in
IRC class 3, competing against
fully crewed boats!
CORK WEEK
At Cork Week, the club was
once again ably represented
by the Kelly Clan and cohorts
in Storm. They came in a very
respectable fifth over all.

Above:
John Chambers (right) and Patrick Cronin, exultant
at the end of their two handed Round Ireland Race

RUSH REGATTA
Our own regatta took place on
30/31st August. Liam Dineen
couldn’t be with us as race officer, as he was race officer for
the Laser Nationals in Howth on
the same dates. Our own Paddy
Archer sacrificed his racing in the
Mermaid class, stepping into the
breach as race officer. Conditions
were less than brilliant, with grey
skies both days.
Above: Aine Carroll sailing with Anthony Carthy, paying a return visit to
Innocence, which she and Percy Boyle used to race

Saturday was a bit like the a rerun of the Nationals with lighter
winds, and a smaller fleet. Johny
O’Rourke and crew in Tiller Girl
moved up to first place, Brian
Fenlon came in second and Jim
Carthy kept the flag flying for
Rush in third place over all.

Above:

The Butterlys racing on Eimer

Cruisers
On the Sunday, over a dozen
Cruisers raced around Lambay.
Very light airs threatened to
leave half the fleet stuck fighting
the tide at the back of the island,
but in the event, it held up just
enough for everbody to make it
around. Storm thundered home,
miles in front of everyone again,
with David Kelly at the helm.

Above:

gettting the pole up on Storm

Violence threatened!
On Emilija, I hear that there was
some comedy, as Chris Hourican
threatened violence (unsuccessfully) to spur Noel Ruirgrock to
abandon his usual tranquil nature
and instil a wild eyed will to win.
At the end of the day, Richard
Fanning and crew in Fanatix
came in behind Storm in Class
2, followed by Neil Carthy in
Tideway. In Class 3 Skerries
ran away with it, Anthony Horrigan in Eejit in 1st place, Robbie
Keyes in Siamsa 2nd and Paul
Hicks in L’ejit 3rd.
Above:

Nail biting tension aboard Emilja

Left:
Neil and Derrie Carthy coming in
2nd in Tideway, assisted by the crew of Cap
D’If!

Wrecks in Skerries
Recent storms claimed several victims in skerries. First 26
Vivace (right) is believed to be a
right off and Moonraker (below)
has been badly damaged. Also
damaged was Double J, who

only recently moved to Skerries
from a snug berth in Rogerstown.
Our commiserations to all concerned

Junior Sailing Review
Jacqui McCrum

The junior sailing season commenced on 13th May this year.
29 children registered taking part
at all levels, from complete beginners to the more experienced
at Level 4, using boats ranging
from optimists and picos to lasers
and others.
ford Adventure centre provided
the right environment to enable
all the junior sailors time to get
to know each other better in an
informal setting. Great fund was
had during the morning doing the
team challenges, which included
hill walking and a low ropes challenge course. In the afternoon
the sailors took to the water in
frenzies (open top kayaks). The
general view was that the outing was ‘class’ and requests were
made for a two day and overnight
outing next year !!

Carlingford Trip
An adventure day in Carling-

Above:

Rian Kelly, Megan Kelly and Caoimhe Leonard

Carol Ryan provided rescue support every week (which was much
appreciated, as she has no junior
participants this year!) together with
Kevin Kelly, Gerry Duff, Gerry
Byrne, Niall Grogan, Jock Jordan,
Matthew Whelan, John Rooney and
Brenda Mc Guinness. In the kitchen
and on the bbq the support team was
led by Trish Duff, ably supported by
Pat, Lorcan and Sarah Hand, June
Ruigrok, Aideen Jordan, Patricia
Slattery, Trish Hamilton, Cormac
Hegarty, Linda Coleman, Ursula
Kennelly, Reece Kelly and Deirdre
Glenfield. The Queen of Burgers,
Mary Bollard ensured we had a plentiful supply and Aunty Ann Carthy
supplied and cooked the delicious
onions.
Joe Leonard provided great support
in terms of getting the rescue boats in
and out of the water and in addition,
Alan Carthy directed the traffic with

Many thanks!
Junior sailing can only take place
with the help of parents and this
year was no exception with great
support both onshore and at base.

Above:

Aine gives a hand to Gavin Foran

other parents on the slipway.
Thanks also to the ‘senior’ sailors
who took time to help out with the
beginners on Tuesday evenings…..
nothing to do with the free burgers
which were given as a reward!
However, no sailing could take place
without expert tuition provided by
Aine, Clare Carthy, Ben Moloney
and Kevin Mc Hugh. Thanks to them
new skills were acquired, and more
Above:

Happy campers ! Clare Carthy & Kevin Kelly

importantly enthusiasm for the sport
was generated, and fun was had as
all junior sailors were encouraged to
take the plunge.

Above:

Development
Junior members who have pushed
forward on the sailing front are Erica
Ruigork who is ranked 14th in Ireland in the Optimist class and competed in the Under 12’s Irish Team
in England, her brother Alan took
part in the 420 Europeans in Croatia
and is now heading on scholarship

Aoife Duff & Kelly Jordan Hamilton

to France for a year to do ‘some
heavy duty sailing’. We wish
them continued success over the
coming months.
Sean White has been practising
for the forthcoming Laser Nationals in Howth and we wish
him every success with his efforts at this competition.
All good things have to come
to an end, and so the ‘official’
junior sailing season is now finished. We are hoping that some
juniors may participate during
the winter season with the laser
races, but for the moment it is
‘adios’ until next Spring.

Above:

Ready for kayaking fun in Carlingford

Death of former Club Officer
We are sad to note the passing
of Mario Donnelly, who served
as treasurer to Rush Sailing Club
in the 1980s. We would like to
express our sympathy to his wife
Louise and daughter Anna.
Development of facilities
An issue which is often very high
on the mind of members coming in off the water (especially
female members and guests on
small boats) is the poor access to
toilet facilities when the clubhouse is not open.

Above:

The outer door to the changing rooms has been fitted with a
locking system operated by the
beepers that open the gate. Anybody who has a beeper can bring
it to Martin Reddin, who will
reprogramme it for them.
The outer door gives access to
the mens changing rooms, which
have three toilet cubicles attached. This is less than ideal, but
is a temporary measure only. A
proper solution to this problem is
underway, along with the provision of wheelchair accessable
facilities.

Marina Plans
Joe and Paula Foley recently
announced ambitious plans for
the development of a 350 berth
marina in Rogerstown, in partnership with Fingal County Council.
The scheme is in the early stages
of development, with many hurdles such as the environmental
impact on the estuary to be dealt
with before it could really get
going. Interesting though! Watch
this space.

Two of four common dolphins that came to play in Calimbo’s bow wave in the Bristol Channel in August, while sixty odd others gambolled nearby.
(Definitely one of the high spots of my sailing season! Ed.)

